BISMARCK

stupidity less of Polish-French than of Russian origin.
In the field of Russian credulity and ignorance Polish-
French finesse won a victory over that want of finesse
in which, accor4ing to circumstances, consists now the
strength, now the weakness of German policy. In most
cases an open and honourable policy succeeds better than
the subtlety of earlier ages, but it postulates, if it is to
succeed, a degree of personal confidence which can more
readily be lost than gained. The future of Austria, re-
garded in herself, cannot be reckoned upon with that cer-
tainty which is demanded when the conclusion of durable
and, so to speak, organic treaties is contemplated. The
factors which must be taken into account in this shaping
are as manifold as is the mixture of her populations, and
to their corrosive and occasionally disruptive force must
be added the incalculable influence that the religious ele-
ment may from time to time, as the power of Rome waxes
or wanes, exert upon the directing personalities. Not only
Panslavism and the Bulgarian or Bosnian, but also the
Servian, the Roumanian, the Polish, the Czechish ques-
tions, nay even to-day the Italian question in the district
of Trent, in Trieste, and on the Dalmatian coast, may
serve as points of crystallisation not merely for Austrian,
but for European crises, by which German interests will
be directly affected only in so far as the German Empire
enters into a relation of close solidarity with Austria. In
Bohemia the antagonism between Germans and Czechs has
in some places penetrated so deeply into the army that the
officers of the two nationalities in certain regiments hold
aloof from one another even to the degree that they will
not meet at mess. There is more immediate danger for

Germany of becoming involved in grievous and dangerous
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